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Although | have attended vir-
tually all TWIF Championships
from 1969, either as competitor; official,

or EXCO. member, | must admit that

the recent Europeans at Minehead gave

Cathal McKeever.

me an added insight into what goes on
behind the scenes at such events.

It more or less goes without saying that the actual competition is the
focal point and raison d’etre for championships. However, there is much
more than that taking place and | feel sure that not many people are fully
aware of the meetings and discussions which take place in tandem with the
various competitions. That is, of course, apart from the massive preparation
which must be undertaken by the host country in the months and years
leading up to the event.

| cannot lavish enough praise upon the relatively small pool of workers
who look after the administrative details, late accreditations, etc. in the day
or two immediately prior to the competition. The fact is that much of this
I I hour work should not be required but unfortunately it is.

The new weigh-in arrangements which were piloted at Minehead will
need to be evaluated but certainly their implementation required much
revised planning in the weeks preceeding the event and indeed during it.

| have no doubt that the new computer programme will be very helpful
but its development is still not complete and much work took place behind
the scenes at Minehead to correct some of the relatively minor problems
which occurred.

The coming together of so many international
representatives also provided an opportunity for
meetings to cover important issues. For example,
we met with the Italian delegation to discuss the
forthcoming Indoor Championships in Faenza as
well as Swedish reps to cover the 2008 World
Outdoors in Stennungsund, including matters
such as weighing arrangements, etc.

An important meeting also took place with
club representatives from our former member,
Spain. Discussions are currently on-going with
their National Association and I'm sure everyone
hopes for a favourable conclusion.

There have also been encouraging approaches
from Asia regarding further development of their

sport and | hope to have more to report on that

Tug of War Sport
Magazine

ROYAL VISIT
TO EC IN MINEHEAD

CONTRIBUTED BY: TONY MARTIN

The Outdoor EC2007 in Minehead England, proved
to be a very ‘royal’ occasion. The England Association,
TWIF and indeed all of our sport were honoured with a

visit from HRH The Princess Royal.

I he organising of her visit was many months in the planning, but we
trust that the time spent within the tug of war family on Friday 2157

September was a real ‘eye-opener’ for The Princess Royal.

Princess Anne is a member of the IOC and also a member of the
London 2012 Olympic Committee. However, she had never attended a
tug of war Championships before and she was extremely impressed with
everything she saw and the pullers and officials she was able to meet on
the day. We received a letter of thanks from the Palace, and this contained
one very encouraging

comment; quote (right):

“The Princess Royal no doubt
will take her thoughts back
to the 10C, and although
a minority sport will hopefully

HRH, Princess Royal,
Princess Anne with
Cathal McKeever,
President of TWIF

(right) and Tony Martin, raise the p roﬁ le and

perhaps competing in the
London 2012 Olympics

may be a goal to aspire to.”

Senior Vice President of
TWIF (left) during the
EC in Minehead.

WADA CODE REVIEW

WADA has published its November online update on the World Anti-Doping Code Review &
front in the near future.

Consultation. The monthly updates help keep stakeholders abreast of amendments to the Code

and is subject to an extensive process.The update is available on www.wada-ama.org
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CARL HAGSTROM
Honoured in Sweden

Carl-Erik Hagstrom, well known (now retired) inter-
national representative for Sweden for many years,

has just been honoured by the Swedish Sport Federation
(Riksidrottsforbundet) for his years of service to
Swedish Tug of War.

Carl received the highest honour of the Swedish Sports Federation, the Gold
Riksidrottsforbundets Badge of Merit which was presented to him by the
President of the Swedish Sport Federation, Ms Karin Mattsson. This is the first
time that an official in the sport of tug of war in Sweden has been honoured in
this way, a honour he certainly richly deserved.

The award was given in recognition of the tremendous amount of work that

Carl has done for the sport of tug of war in Sweden over many years. He has also

A PICTURE MAKES
ALL THE DIFFERENCE!

T e T

Aha™uad e

Matt Metzger’s pick-up truck with its eye catching window sticker.

Carl Hagstrom being presented with the Riksidrottsforbundets Badge of
Merit by Karin Mattsson, President of the Swedish Sport Association.

done a considerable amount of work in developing the sport in other
countries, especially Latvia and Lithunia.

Although now retired as an official, he is still one of Sweden’s
staunchest supporters and is still to be seen at many competitions. On
December 15:‘07 he will be celebrating his 80™ birthday and we all wish

him well and congratulate him on receiving such a distinguished award.

Although some team members of the Bluewater Tug of
War Club do have their team’s web address displayed on

their vehicles in form of bumper stickers, our web site was only
averaging 8 visitors per day.

After installing a full size window sticker (perforated vinyl
print which does not restrict the view from inside) on my pick-
up truck, we had 78 visitors in the first 2 days.

For the period of over one month, the amount of visitors
was monitored and now we are averaging 22 visitors per day.
Depending on where I'm driving we can see a direct impact on

the numbers of visitors.

County Roads / small cities: 10 — |5 visitors per day
Provincial Highways / mid size cities: |2 — |8 visitors
per day

Multi lane highways / large cities: (comparable with

Motorway, Autobahn) 35 - 45 visitors per day

A picture really makes a difference and best of all, these visitors
probably had no idea about the competitive style of tug of war.
| also uploaded the long version of the TWIF Promotion video
to YouTube and embedded a link on our web site, I'm very
confident to say that most people visiting our web site do also
take the time to watch the TWIF video. In the first three weeks

this video has been viewed over 450 times.
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